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INTRODUCTION. 


N looking over a box of Pamphlets, the Experience 
of the late Robert Cruttenden, Eſq; as publiſhed by 

the late Rev. George Whitefield, unexpectedly preſented 
itſelf, which brought to my recollection before I began 
to read it, all the particulars, and many more than are 
therein related. The exquiſite pleaſure I found in the 


_ peruſal of it again, induced me to aſk many of thoſe who 


are now accounted old ſtandards at the "Tabernacle, moſt 
of whom told me they never heard of any ſuch thing; 
others barely remembered hearing about it, but could 
recolle& but fer of the particulars. One of the preach- 
ers told me he heard a gentleman at Cambridge, repeat 
one of Mr Cruttenden's Hymns, which gave him ſo 
much pleaſure, he begged I would not delay publiſhing 
the whole account, as ſoon as poſſible. Having made 


| ſtrict enquiry among the attendants at the Tabernacle, 


as alſo among the members of the Church he belonged 
to for more than twenty years after, none except the 
one J have, could be found. Having lent the reading of 
it to ſeveral who were exceedingly delighted with it, 
they wiſhed to ſee it reprinted, with the addition of the 
letter he wrote on the occaſion, to Mr, Cennick, Octo- 
ber, 1742, which letter Mr. Cennick lent me to read ; 
J took a copy of it verbatim in my letter book, by which 
means it was preſerve. It is now publiſhed with the 
Experience, not only by requeſt, but in hopes alſo, that 
the reading of both may be attended with a bleſſing to 
the comfort of doubting, as well as believing chriſtians; 


und that it alſo may be the means of awakening uncon- 


verted ſinners, to a deep and abiding concern for the 
falvation of their immortal ſouls, which is the only end, 
and the ſincere with of 


Tax EviTOR, 1790. 
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c OF A LETTER 


— N wrOomTE B Y 


Mr. ROBERT CRUTTEN DEN, 
ADDRESSED: To 


When at Mr. SMITH 's, a Gccks, in 
B RK IS T OL 


| Dean Sn, 


1 Should before now employed the liberty vou gave me 


of writing to you, but was really at a loſs for a proper 
direction, whilſt I continued in the country; nor did 1 
know where to apply for one, but to Mrs: Godwin, who 
has for ſome time declined anſwering any letters, on c- 
count of her late indiſpoſition, which I am ſorry to ſay, 


I think, continues as bad as ever. It is undoubtedly, a very 
- ſevere trial God is making of her faith and patience, and 


what I am ſure all her friends, both for her own ſake, - 
and the general intereſt of our dear Redeemer, which ſhe 
could not otherwiſe be ſo well fitted to encourage and pro- 
mote, ought daily to remember at a throne of grace. 

At my return laſt week to town, ſhe ſhewed me a letter 


from you Sir; by which 1 find, the ſame kind Providence 
which firſt inclined your heart to pity and pray for me, 
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hen utterly a Hanger to you, to God, and myſelf, diſpo- 
ſes you ſtill to think of me; and, I don't doubt to remem- 
ber me at the Mercy Seat. It is indeed, no ſmall ſatisfac- 
tion for me to find, that God is thus leading the hearts of 
his own people to employ their intereſts there on my ac- 


count; and I can't help looking on it as a token for good, 
that even perſons altogether unknown to me, ſhould thus 


intereſt them ſelves for my everlaſting welfare, Nor has it 


been a matter of ſmall comfort to me, when I have 


fometimes been ready to queſtion, whether what I have 


hitherto felt within me, has not been the effects of enthu- 


ſiaſm, or the natural motions of an awakened conſcience, 
(which I believe few notorious ſinners are altogether ſtran- 
gers toz)to reflect on what you, and good Mrs. Godwin told 
me, how remarkably you had both been affected for me 
at my firſt coming to the Tabernacle. 

God knows my firſt appearance there, was on my part, 
without any deſign at all, but only to ſatisfy an im- 
preſſion, at that time to me unaccountable, which would 
not let me be at reſt, nor even ſſcep in my bed, till 1 
came thither. 2 

Now Sir, I can't poſſibly but hope, Pep when 4; in 
this remarkable manner prepares the hearts of his own 
people, and points, as it were with his own finger, the 
object of their petitions, he will in his own time hear 
their prayers. rn 

am, dear Sir, ſure it will be matter of joy and thank- 


fulneſs to you to hear that I am not without ſothe good 


hopes, thro* grace, that he has already begun to hear them 


on my behalf, 3nd tho” at preſent, if any good work be 


wrought in me, it is at belt, but as the bruiſed Reed, and 
ſmoaking Flax ; yet I am perfuaded that if it be indeed 
the work of his own Spirit, he is both able and willing to 
carry it on to a full perfection. My difficulties therefore 


do not ariſe from diſtruſt of his power or faithfulneſs, nor 


even from a ſenſe of my own weakneſs and unworthineſs, 
for I know and am aſſured, that when he will work, none 
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can hinder. My doubts are founded in an apprehenſion 
that I have miſtaken ſomething elſe for his operations, and 
am pleaſing myſelf, perhaps, with ſparks of my own kind- 
ling, whillt all the While I may poſſibly be as much 
a ſtranger to a ſaving change in my heart, as I was ſome 
months ago. In matters of this infinite concern, 
ould dread to be deceived myſelf, and would as little 
endeavour to impoſe on others. 

Give me leave therefore, to lay be fore you, the preſent ſtate 
of my ſoul without reſerve, and the reaſon J have for the 
hope that is in me, with meekneſs and fear; but before I 
mention them, let me adjure you by your faithfulneſs to 
your blefſed Maſter, and your love to my ſoul, to deal as 
plainly with me in your anſwer, if you think this letter 
worthy of any, as I ſhall endeavour. to do with you in the 
account I am going to give of my preſent condition, 

In general, then, ſomething I am ſure has been done 
within me, and I could as ſoon be brought to queſtion my 
own exiſtence, or even my power of thinking at all, as 
doubt whether I am really the ſame creature I was a few 
weeks ago; but the great queſtion is, to what I ought to 
aſcribe the alteration ; and ſhould. I either miſtake the 
natural motions. of conſcience, or even the common work- 
- ings of the divine Spirit, for a ſaving, change wrought in 

my ſoul, how much more miſerable ſhould I be, than even 
before any thing of this kind had paſſed there; and I am 
the more ſolicitous to have your judgment of my preſent 
ſtate, becauſe Mr. Harris laſt night, in a diſcourſe on the 
nature of regeneration, laid down ſuch marks to judge 
of it, as if they are really eſſential to that work, which I 
freely own, deſtroy all my hopes of finding any thing in 
myſciſ to anſwer them; but as perhaps what he calls eſſen- 
tial to the truth of ſaving grace, may rather be my miſtake 
of the growth of it, and peculiar to ſome happy ſouls-who 
are far advanced in the Chriſtian life. I ſhall proceed to 
"iy caſe; may God direct you to a ſuitable anſwer, 1 
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I have already faid that my firſt coming to the Taberna- 
cle was owing to an irre/s/tible ſomewhat, for T have really 
no name for it; a ſeeret but a powerful force which had for 
ſome time diſturbed my reſt, and at laſt drove me thither 
without any deſign' of my own, and even againſt my in- 
clination, I don't remember any thing very particular that 
paſt at that time, only in general I continued thoughtful 
the remaining part of the day, and reſolved to go again 
the next morning. I had heard indeed very ſtrange ac- 


counts of the effects which had attended the word 


preached there, how obſtinate hardened ſinners, men al- 


moſt as bad as myſelf, had fallen victims to the power of 


Divine Grace, and been changed in a manner inſtanta- 
neouſly, and given proof of the change by a ſober regu- 
lar chriſtian behaviour: — I had heard that drunkards had 
become ſober, whoremaſters and adulterers chaſte, ſwearers 


had left off to blaſpheme, ſcoffers had learned to tremble 


at the word, and the ſtrongeſt holds of Satan had been 
ſhaken, Theſe things began to make ſome impreſſions 
upon me, and as I was conſcious I had equalled the 
worſt of them in their guilt, I could not help wiſhing to 
ſhare with them in their pardon. I well knew that thoſe 
who committed ſuch crimes (and my conſcience told me that 
was my caſe) could not inherit the kingdom of God ; but 
when 1 ſaw others waſhed, juſtified and ſanRified in the 
name of our Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God, I 
was powerfully drawn to wiſh my lot might be amongſt 


them; and, as this happy change had been effected in them 


by an attendance at the Tabernacle, I reſolved not only to 


go the next morning, but to continue my attendance at 


leaſt for ſome time, in hopes that ſomething like this 
might be wrought in my own ſoul; with theſe views I 
came early thither, where the Wale and devotion 
which appeared in the faces of the whole aſſembly, con- 
firmed my belief that there was ſomething more than 
Enthuſiaſm amongſt them, and that God was in the midſt of 
them of a truth: under this conviction I put up a prayer 
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to God for the firſt time almoſt, I could remember, that 


he would meet me too, and bleſs me and make me joyful 


in his houfe of prayer. I heard with an attention to 
which I had hitherto been a ſtranger, and at my return 
threw myſelf for the firſt time, upon my #nees, under a 
ſenſe of my guilt and miſery, and though I eould do little 
but weep before a Throne of Grace, I thought it the 
ſweeteſt time I ever had in my life. The remaining part 
of the day I ſpent in reflections on what I had been, 
was, and what I muſt do to get out of my preſent con- 
dition; and though it pleaſed God not to attend the con- 
victions of my mind with any diſtreſſing horrors of con- 


ſcience or deſpair of pardon, yet I thought I ſaw ſin in a 


very different light than what it hadeyer appeared before. 
As I had ever been an avowed enemy lo the doctrine of 
original ſin, I was furprized to find myſelf inſenſibly as it 
were, led to conſider my actual guilt,'as the neceſſary con- 


| ſequence of the depravity of my nature, which I ſoon 


found muſt be renewed and changed before I could hope 
for pardon of what was paſt, or do any thing truly good 


and acceptable to God for the future. This I ſoon ſaw 


was impoſſible to be done by my own power, which 
deſtroyed another favourite notion I had earnefily contended 
for, I mean the power of Man's free-will; the conſe- 
quence now appeared to me unavoidable, that if all the 
faculties of the human mind were totally depraved, and 
nothing but enmity to God, and Chriſt, and holineſs was 
to be found within me, it muſt be ſomething without me» 
and that nothing leſs than an Almighty power too, which 
could renew and ſanctify a nature ſo wholly defiled, 


With theſe thoughts I came next morning to the Taber- 


nacle, where providence directed you to conſider our bleſſed 
Saviour as a friend to publicans and ſinners : the very men- 
tion of the text ſounded ſweetly in my ears, and I could 
not help immediately ſaying within myſelf, then ſurely he 
may be a friend to me. If fin and guilt can recommend 
Jae to WErcy, | I have enough of that: if miſery and 
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| want, and nakedneſs, be a good plea for pardon, and grace, VN 
and favour, ſure. none can urge a better than I. In the 4 


] progreſs of your diſcourſe, I found my heart melted 4 4 | 
XIE within me at the thoughts of redeeming love : thus it = 
pleaſed God at the ſame time that he had convinced me = 
N of my loſt and Tuined {tate, without a Saviour to reveal 1 
him in all the glories of his grace, ſummed up in this 
one characler, a friend of ſinners. 1 ſtood convinced at 


leaſt that there was a poſſibility for ſuch a guilty wretch | Hh 
to obtain mercy, and reſolyed to throw myſelf at his feet, 
and if I muſt periſh after all, I would periſh there. | . 
Many precious promiſes were now brought to my mind, 1 

of his power and readineſs to ſave; and "though 1 could 1 
go no farther than the poor lepers, when they went into » 
the camp of the Aſſyrians ; and. only fay with them, 7 
© Peradventure they will ſave us alive; yet methought * 
even this an encouragement I would not part with for a 


3 world. I longed to plead his own promiſes, and to call 7 

| upon him by the. dear name of a friend to ſinners. I was 41 
4! no longer ſhy.of coming to a throne of grace, nor had ® 

i 1 any real pleaſure but in pouring out my heart before A 
i, him. Gratitude and love began, to inſpire my, heart with ® 
I, = 
if | thoughts and deſigns for his glory; and when, as at ſome 1 
ee 


"happy minutes, I was not without hopes that I could 2 


call him mine, my Lord and Saviour, I longed to call # 
| my friends and acquaintance. about me, and tell- them 1 


\ +, ++, What. he had done for my ſoul. Nay, I could gladly 1 
have gone yet further: I would have told it to angels, men 
and devils. I would gladly have invited the firſt to join % 
thejr ſongs with mine, and rejoice, as we are told, they 1 
do, over one ſinner that repenteth, Good men, I knew 
bleſs the Lord on my account ; and bad ones might learn, 
from my example, where mercy, grace and pardon, may 
be had'to the vileſt ſinner. Devils ſhould tremble at the 
approaching ruin of their kingdom, when they ſee 2 
wretch they bad long thought their own, reſcued from 
_ heir chains and llavery. I would have called the ſelf- 


ri ** 
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J 9 105 cs F Philtitees to ſee and adore the wonders of 
"XZ Free-Grace, and ſee a ſinner pardoned without one good 
thought, without one good deed of his own, to recommend 
him to mercy ; he ſhould have learnt from me how vain, 
how dangerous it is to depend on his own righteouſneſs, 
X andbe taught ſubmiſſion to the righteouſneſs of God. 

8 Theſe, my dear Sir, have been my thoughts in the few 
2X happy minutes, when I have at leaſt humbly thought I 
could call the Saviour mine; but oh! it is ſeldom that 1 
can get even thus far: at other times, I fnd my heart 
dead within me; my very lips are ſealed in prayer, nor 
have I often been able to ſpeak one ſentence, or even to 
plead or weep for mercy at ſuch ſeaſons, (and oh! they 
2 return too often). I cannot help thinking myſelf of all 
o& men the moſt miſerable. I have loſt all reliſh of ſenſible | 
pleaſures of this world, and all its amuſements are no longer 
ſuch to me, and I have got nothing. in exchange; vanity 


s inſcribed upon the creature; I cannot ſee that I have any 
2X intereſt in the Creator. You, dear Sir, who have deeply 


experienced what I have felt in yourſelf, will, I am ſure, 
pity and pray for me. T1 thank God, in the darkeſt mo- 


ments I never had any thoughts of turning back to the 


world; his grace has kept me in a waiting poſture. I 
would ſpeak it to his glory, I have ſeldom been long with- 
out ſome ſecret refreſhments, either during my attendance - / 
at tabernacle, or while upon my knees ata throne of grace. 
You know, Sir, when 1 took my leave of you, I was 5 
obliged to take a journey, which on ſeveral accounts was 


your encouragement and approbation, I ſet out next day 
for Cambridge; the gentleman with whom I went being 
member for that town, I was ſenſible of the danger I 1 
ſhould run thereby, in the company I ſhould be obliged to 
keep. I was particularly fearful of a club of coun- x 
try gentlemen, with whom we were to dine the 
next day after our arrival; I knew but too 'well the 
| exceſſes that would 1 the entertainment 3, I went with / : 
a tremb⸗ 
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a trembling heart, not knowing how to avoid being mote 
than a ſpeQator of their revellings and drunkenneſs ; but 
ah ! how much better than my fears was God to me at 
that time; I placed myſelf, as I imagined, but I am now 
convinced: Providence placed me there, betwixt two per- 


ſons, entirely ſtrangers to me ; one of them, from a bag 


ſtate of health, was incapable of drinking, aud the other 
had never from his infancy taſted any thing but water, 
Under their cover I ſat unobſerved, and was at liberty to 
act as I pleaſed. The whole aſſembly broke up ſooner 
than uſual, and with leſs diſorder than I ever had ſeen 
on ſuch occaſions. Another inſtance of providence I can- 
not help mentioning, becauſe it really affected me very 


much, was, that the next day after my arrival at the gen- 


tleman's own ſeat, I found there a volume of ſermons of 
Mr. Erſkine's, which it ſeemed belonged to his houſekeep- 
er. I was ſurpriſed to find any thing of that kind in ſuch 
a family, though I knew the woman had always been a 
very religious and devout perſon ; I hope I was enabled to 
make the beſt uſe of them, and they employed me many 
delightful hours before the reſt of the family were ſtirring, 
or when they were engaged in diverſions from which [ 
was excuſed. I ſtill longed to return to my dear Taber- 
nacle, as I knew experimentally ſomething what Da- 
vid meant when he fo pathetically cries out, © as the hart 
panteth after the water brooks, ſo panteth my - ſoul after 
God! Oh, when ſhall I come and appear before him J“ 
1 longed to meet him once more in his houſe, and ſee his 
glory; ſomething I thought I bad ſeen of it, and I earneſtly 


deſired more. I fixed on the time, when I imagined 
my friends met there for morning and evening deyo- 
'tions, that my unworthy prayers might join with theirs, 


and Mount up together to a throne of grace. 

Not to tire you, Sir, with farther particulars, I hope 7 
can ſay to the praiſe of divine grace, I was kept there even 
beyond my fears, in a continual dependance or. God, and 


if I made me advances in the ſpiritual life, I truſt I was, 
| not 


er- 


her 


ler 
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not FO to fall back in my Chriſtian courſe. At my 
| 1 return, I ſpeak, it with grief and ſhame, I had ſome diffi- 

5 culty i in going to hear your dear fellow-labourer, Mr. Har- 
RT ris; I had conceived ſame unreaſonable prejudices againſt 
him, and though I thought it my duty to attend, yet I went 
wich little pleaſure or expectation of much good from his 
1 miniſtry, but I thank God I was ſoon undeceived ; 1 found 
the ſame ſpirit and power attended his Ecoutted I had 
formerly experienced; and though it is natural to wiſh for 
the return of a perſon who I cannot help looking upon as 
my ſpiritual father, and the inſtrument in the hands of the 
Spirit, of any thing that is good in me; yet can truly ſay, 
I now hear him with great pleaſure, and I hope not with- 
out ſome advantage. I have inſenſibly been led to trouble 
you much longer than I had at firſt deſigned ; give me leave 


ſent ſtate of my ſoul, which I can no way better expreſs 


turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that 
dream.“ I pray God the reſemblance may not hold too 
exactly ; but really every thing about me ſeems ſtrong and 
new; U ſee things in a light I never viewed them before; 
my apprehenſions of the world, myſelf, and a Saviour, are 
all new, and conſequently my judgment of them is entirely 
altered. I have loſt my reliſh for all the pleaſures the firſt 
ever gave me; I have with a ſecret ſatisfaction in my own 
mind, and without reluctancy, given up the far greater part 
of my old companions, yor am l ſolicitous what they may 
think of me. I am ſenſible in their eſteem I muſt paſs for 
ah enthuſiaſt, or perhaps for a right down madmen : but I 
thank God none of theſe things concern me; may his 
grace keep me from being a ſhame to my profeſſion, and 
I hope I ſhall never be aſhamed of my attachment to a 
crucified Redeemer, or my love and regard for the moſt 
deſpiſed of his faithful followers; ſo far from it, that I 
find my heart drawn out in love to the meaneſt ſaint that 


bears bus | image: nor ean I caſt my eyes round an aſſem- 
" | bly, 
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to conclude with the following general account of the pre- 


than in the words of the Pſalmiſt. When the Lord 


1 
51 fl in which perhaps, the far greater part may have 
leſs of this world's goods than myſelf, without ſome- 
thing - almoſt like envy; when I reflect how many 
of them are far richer than myſelf in the graces of the 
Divine Spirit, much higher favoured with the light of 
God's countenance, and heirs together of a kingdom to 
which I can't but at preſent ſee my own title but very ob- 
ſcure. With what pleaſure would I change conditions 


with the moſt deſpicable perſon there, who has his 
hopes in him! and can I then be aſhamed to own them 


as bretheren ? or honour them as ſaints, in Chriſt before 
me, let the world think of them as they will? in my 
opinion they are honourable, - the excellent ones of the 
earth, in whom I can truly fay, I have real delight. So 
much then for the world and my new apprehenſions about 
it; as to myſelf, my ſentiments are equally altered, I ſee 
now that I am in Adam, a guilty, ruined, undone crea- 
ture. I ſee my nature depraved, and all the powers and 
faculties of my ſoul inſlaved to ſin and Satan : I fee my 
heart by nature, at enmity to God, my underſtanding 
blinded, my will obſtinate, my affections carnal. I now 
ſincerely renounce my former fond opinion of man's 
free-will and power to renew or change himſelf. From 
the bottom of my ſoul, I renounce all righteouſneſs of 
my own, and am contented, (the world is too mean) I am 
pleaſed, and glory in the hopes of ſalvation as the free 

gift of God, through Chriſt Jeſus ; which brings me to 
tell you my ſentiments of the glorious Author of the 
Chriſtian's hopes, I was going to have ſaid of my Saviour, 
but I dare not yet call him mine—lI am ſure the deſire of 
my ſoul is towards him, 1 ſee his fitneſs to ſave to the 
uttermoſt, the infinite value of his obedience and ſuffer- 
ings: I behold and adore him as the exalted at God's 
right hand, to give forth repentance and remiſſion of ſins. 
Under this character I dare appeal to himſelf, who knows 
ay heart, that J deſire to love him, to give up myſelf to 
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* [ him as a Prophet to inſtruct me, as a Prieſt to atone for 
_ me, and as a King to rule and govern_me. 
10 q But I find I have got upon a ſubject for which the na- 
of ture of a letter and the bounds of my paper, are too nar - 
row; my affeQions are gradually worked up while I am 
1 writing, and ſhould I indulge them, I ſhoflld never make 
5 an end. Give me leave, vir, after having told you the 
= | beſt of my condition, with equal freedom to acquaint you 
= | with the worſt. There are two things which principally 
_ ſtagger my hopes, and makes me almoſt queſtion whether 
1 & aſter all, I have really paſt the neceſſary ſaving change of 
4 = 2 New-birth, and Chriſt be indeed formed in me. 1 
80 "XX think, Sir, the ſenſe of my paſt guilt, has never made 
us © ſufficient impreſſions on my mind; I have felt none of 
Hf * thoſe terrors which I believe uſually attend a work of 
=p converſion, eſpecially in perſons, who like me, have been 
* ſo long, and ſo notorious ſinners. It is certainly God's 
„ ordinary method of bringing ſuch home, by the very 
8 gates of hell. Now, though I hope, I ſincerely loath my- 
„ 3 felf on this account, yet I doubt my convictions are ſhort 
„ of what they ought to be. I can't enlarge: my other 
4 3 difficulty is from the little power I find againſt the favou- 
F a rite ſin, which, though I would not for the world commit, 
. 1 and even abhor the thoughts of, yet it pollutes my ima- 
2 gination, and in ſpite of my earneſt prayers and beſt en- 
dieavours, is continually riſing uppermoſt in my mind. 
; ? Dear Sir, let me have your ſentiments on my preſent ſtate, 
S with the ſame freedom which I have ſtated it. I would 
. = have explained myſelf further on the two laſt heads, but 
- = the bounds preſcribed me will allow me to add no more 
YN May your great Maſter attend-your labours wherever you 
38 are, with {till more abundant ſucceſs :—may you have 
+0 every day freſh ſeals to your miniſtry, to be your comfort 
0 4 now, and your crown of rejoicing in the great day, 
YN Theſe, Sir, are the ſincere prayers of your truly 


3 Humble ſervant, 
| | Signed ROBERT CRUTTENDEN 
Bunbill-fields, Oclober 1, 1742. 
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Drar Six, 


HE incloſed not leaving me room to perform my 
promiſe to Mrs. Godwin, of making her excuſe 


for not Writing to you, I take this manner of doing it. 


J believe I can aſſure you that did ſhe write to any perſon, 
you would be the firſt: ſhe deſires me however, to let 
you know that ſhe hopes to hear again from you, when 
you have a ſuitable opportunity. Having thus diſcharged 
myſelf of my promiſe to her, I am ſenſible I have omit- 
ted a much more material requeſt of my own, I mean 
the begging your intereſt for me at a Throne of Grace; 


indeed, my dear Sir, no perſon ever ſtood more in need 


of it; and I thank God no one is, I think, more ſenſible 


of it, or will be more thankful for it. There are, Sir, I 
perſuade myſelf, ſome happy hours in which you are ad- 


mitted" to very near communion and intercourſe with your 
dear Lord and Maſter ; at ſuch ſeaſons pray don't forget 
to beg pardon, and grace and comfort, for me. I pray 
God ſtill further to ſucceed your labours, that you may 
have every day freſh and many ſeals to your miniſtry, who 
may be your crown and rejoicing in the day of the Lord, 

F befeech him to preſerve your health, and in his own 
time, to bring you back to us, in the fullneſs of the goſ- 


pel of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Since I wrote the above, I have waited on Mr. Harris 


and ſhewed him the incloſed ; I thank God he has cleared 
up thoſe parts of his diſcourſe which gave me the moſt 
uneaſineſs : he deſires to be remembered to you. am- 


dear Sir, once more yours, &c. 
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To the READER, 
IT HE foregoing letter, and following narrative of the 
experience of the late worthy and reſpectable Robert 
| Cruttenden, Eſq. the former wrote. near a year before 
his experience, was read to the church, in order to be 
admitted a member, diſcovers how conſciencious he was, 
that his conviction might not prove like the ſtoney ground 
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3 or way-ſide believers; and is alſo of ſo ſingular and ex- 


X traordinary a nature, he being upwards of. 50 years old; 
in the prime of life :—that had I not been an eye wit- 
> neſs to the particulars, as related by himſelf, and my- 
X ſelf experienced ſome time before him, ſomething ſimi- 


4 lar, which was the cauſe of my attending at the Taber- 


XX nacle morning preachings, I (ſhould have doubted the 
# veracity of the account, as I ſuppoſe ſome may now, 
but there are ſome few beſides myſelf, yet living, who 
can vouch to the facts; among whom, is the preſent 
2 worthy truſtee to the Tabernacle and Chapel, Robert 
Keen, Eſq. (who I ſaw alſo taken into the ſame church, 
4 3 on the ſame day with a Mr. Boddington, on the 4th of 
A June 1743) who continues to this time 1790, a mem- 
ber of the ſame church or copgregational ſociety, un- 
I der the preſent paſtor, the Rev. Mr. John Reynolds, 
v hoſe meeting-place is now. in Camomile-ſtreet, near 
where Biſhop's-gate ſtood, London. 

There was an abſtrac᷑t taken from the letter now printed 
with tne hymns, when the Rev, Mr. Porter, preached 
his funeral ſermon, which alſo is become very ſcarce. 
; ne lived above twenty vears aſter his converſion, and in 
4 all that time, bore a noble teſtimony to the truth of 


7 .  1& } "M 

the all-powerful ſovereign grace of God, not only in 
the convicting, but alſo of the perſeverance of an elect 
veſſel to eternal ſalvation. See Acts xiii. 47, 48. 

That the readers of his Letter, Experience, and 
Hymns, may have as much pleaſure as I have had, when 
I firſt ſaw him, as it were, ſtruck by the power of God, 
in the Tabernacle, and alſo when I ſaw him ſtand up at 
the reading of his Experience, to bear his teſtimony 
thereto, when he was admitted into fellowſhip with them, 
is the ſincere prayer and wiſh of their ſquls happineſs, in 
another and better world, 
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PREFACE. 


HE ſweet Singer of Iſracl, in one of his 
divine compoſitions, filled with a ſenſe 
of redeeming love, and longing to have it 


. communicated to others, cries.out, (ome all 


ye that fear God, and I will tell you what he 
hath done for my ſoul. For there is nothing 
more refreſhing to ſaints, and encouraging to 
dinners, than to hear that others have paſſed 
from darkneſs to light, and been tranſlated 
into the kingdom of God's dear Son, who were 
once dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and alienated 


from the divine life as well as themſelyes. For 


this purpoſe, undoubtedly, ſo many various 


. inſtances and monuments of CuRisT”s free 


grace are recorded in the ſcriptures. And for 
the ſame end, I think it my duty to publiſh 
the following ſhort account of Mr Cruttenden's 
converſion, It was written by himſelf, and 
delivered into the Reverend Mr Richardſon's 
church, June 24, 1743, (of which he is now 


aà member. Alt ſtruck me much when I read 


it, and 1 doubt not but it will have the ſame 
effect upon others. I am perſuaded, the au- 
thor himſelf will not be offended at my taking 
this liberty, fince ſo many copies of it have 


keenalreadyhandedabout, and ſuch an uncom- 


mon 


— 


r . 
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mon inſtance of divine grace muſt neceſſarily 
be of extenſive uſefulneſs to the church of 
CHRIST. Numbers of the learned and polite 
world, in our metropolitan city, have been 
well acquainted with the author many years. 


He was nephew to the late Rev. Mr Bragg. 
was educated for, and called to the miniſtry, 


and frequently preached in his uncle's pulpit. 
He had alſo large offers made him, if he would 


come over to our church, but finding he did 
not believe the truths he delivered, and his 
conſcience not permitting him to ſubmit to 


calviniſtic articles, and which ſet forth the 


divinity of Jeſus Chriſt, he had the - honeſty 
to leave off preaching, and betook. himſelf to 
trade, —'This he purſued with conſiderable 
ſucceſs, and was alſo choſen the Lord Mayor's 
Common Hunt, a place of conſiderable pro- 


fit. But loſing a great part of his ſubſtance in 


the South Sea, he ſold his place, and lived in 


a private way, upon what he had left, and the 


| 


28255 of a place in the Poſt Office. In this 
ſituation, and in the 52d year of his age, the 
Lord Jesus was pleaſed to pluck him as a 
firebrand out of the fire, —In what manner, 


he himſelf informs us in the following narra- 


tion, —Only it may be proper to mention, 
that Mr Cennick was his ſpiritual father, —I 
think it is now about two years ago. Since 


that, Mr Cruttenden has given evident proofs 


of a found conve fion, has conſtantly attended 
at the place where Gop was pleaſed effectu- 
5 Wag Ally 


5 


ally to call him by his grace, and has there 


been daily built up in his moſt holy faith.— 


What is here related, is only the beginnings 
of what he has felt and experienced ſince; 
but as the ſcriptures generally give us an ac- 
count only of the converſion of ſinners, and 


as this was written by Mr Crutienden's own 


hand, and delivered in a ſolemn manner, be- 
fore many witneſſes, to a Chriſtian Congrega- 
tion, I apprehend it will meet with the more 
credit, and anſwer many great ends. 

Firſt, It may ſerve to encourage godly pa- 
rents to pray and ſtill hope for the conv. rſfton 
of their children, though they may be ſuffered 
to lie in their blood for many years, and they 
themſelves die before they ſee their prayers 
anſwered. -I remember one of the fathers 


told Monica, the mother of St Auſlin, when 


ſhe almoſt deſpaired of his converſion, that it 
was impoſſible for a child to periſh, who had 
ſo many prayers of faith put up for him.— 
Here is an account of a perſon converted to 
the Lord JEsus, long after the deceaſe of his 
pious parents, who undoubtedly had frequent- 
y wreſtled with the Gop of all grace in his 
behalf.—I have known many more ſuch in- 


ſtances —Let holy parents then always pray 
for the converſion of their children, and not 
faint, —Let them not think it a thing incre- 


dible that Gop ſhould raiſe them, tho* they 
may be dead, and ſtink in fin ; nay, though 
they ſhould be called themſelves into the Nate 
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when and where he will. 


- 
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of. the dead, and leave their children uncon- 


verted behind them.—Gop may anſwer their 


prayers many years after their deceaſe. 

_ Secondly, Thoſe who preach an unknown 
CuRisT, and deal in the {alſe commerce of 
truths unfelt, may learn of Mr Crulienden 
how to act, viz. decline preaching, till they 


can ſay, We ſpeak the things that e know. ' 


An unconverted miniſter, like URIAH, car- 
ries his death-warrant about him, preach 

Thirdly, The reader may from hence learn 
that the plain ſimple preaching of the Goſ- 


pel, and the power of the Redeemer's blood, 
is the beſt and moſt effectual method to bring 


all kind of ſinners home to Gop.—lt pleaſes 
the Lord Jesvs,by fuch fooliſhneſs of preach- 


ing, to convert loſt ſinners. Whilſt talking 
only of the moral fitneſs and unfitneſs of 


things, and {;eaking to a congregation as a 
Cicero, or any other Heathen Philoſopher 


would addrefs them, produces no ſolid 
-abiding fruits at all, —Men may try their 


own wiſdom, and depend as much as they 


pleaſe upon human learning, and moral per- 
1Twaſion, {which certainly are good in their 
place) but after all, God's own arm mult, 
bring falvation, and the Spirit's almighty 
agency be called in, to convince a poor ſinner. 
ot his loſt eſtate, and to bring him to a ſolid 
foundation in the blood of Jesvs.—Oh that 
all who preach, would learn to preach in the 
| | | demon- 
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don would then, fall every where before 
Fark, and ſinners flock to]esus, like Doves * 
e windows. bat. < 
ourthly. thoſe ſerious godly miniſters a= 7 -/ 
g the diſſenters, who, through ee ts 

y of us, 


ov or not? and whether it is not high time 
them to acknowledge and adore Gop in his 
e ſovereign way of working, and humbly 
"ay, Lord, end by whom thou wilt ſend. —Here 
an account of a learned and rational Man, 
pught to and built up in Jesvs, by what the 
world would call unlearned and illiterate 
eachers.— This is not the firſt inſtance (I 
puld write it with humility) by hundreds. — 
nd I have often thought that our Saviour has 
elined many converted unto him thro' his 
ace by us, to join with the diſſenting congre- 
tions, for a teſtimony unto them. No let 
men, Ithink, could do ſuch things, or meet 
Mich ſuch ſucceſs, unleſsGop was with them. 
is true, we have been, and, it may be, are 
ally guilty of manifold miſtakes and impru- 
Encies ; but we are willing to confeſs, lament, 
Id amend them, and own ourſelves a compa- 
of poor fallible, yet happy redeemed ſin- 
gers, ſimply aiming at Gop's glory, and willing 
*® ſpend and be ſpent for the good of ſouls, 
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not counting our lives dear unto ourſelves, . 


that we may finiſh our courſe with joy, and tf F 


miniſtry which we have received of Car 
Jzsvs our Loa p and our Gop.—lt is not th Wt 
firſt time that our Saviour has perfected prail 
out of the mouths of babes, and choſen the wea * 
things of this world to confound the ſtrong. 
But I would not detain the reader any lone * 

from peruſing Mr. Cruttenden's own account 
of Gob's gracious dealing with his ſoul. —Suc\ 


obſervations as I have made, and many other M 


of the like nature, will naturally occur in read 
ing it. May it be as refreſhing to thy ſoul, 0 
courteous reader, as it hath been to mine, and 
then I ſhall not repent that this was publiſhe!? 
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by thy ſincere friend, 
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( Read to the Church, June 4th, 1743.) 
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: - HEN the Phariſees enquired of the man who 
of andy Ny was born blind, of whom we read John ix. by 
ſhe! hat means, and by whoſe power he had been reſtored 


© his ſight, it appears by his anſwer, that though he 
Zould not give a circumſtantial account of the cure, yet 
de had no doubt of the fact, though he could not certain- 
5 determine what, or where the perſon was who had 
*ZFrought this miracle upon him. Yet, this one thing he 
1 new, that whereas he was blind, now he ſaw. 

I believe this is frequently the caſe of many whoſe eyes 
the bleſſed Jeſus opens by his Spirit, and turns from dark- 
jeſs unto light. Whatever ſatisfaction they may have 
n their own minds, of the reality of the change, it may 
get be difficult for them to point out to others, the ſecret 
eps by which it was effected. Should the queſtion be 
I Put to many a ſincere chriſtian, how he was brought into 
1 mis happy ſtate? At what preciſe time? By what ordi- 
| "Mance or providence it pleaſed God to begin a work of 
grace in his heart? Who was made the immediate in- 


We e 3 ſtrument 


2 


in himſelf of its truth and ſincerity ? his. anſwer "= 
perhaps amount to little more than this; 7 know I wil | 


"unto himſelf. 


ſmall voice; allures them gently into the wilderneſs, ani 


- 
* 


1 6 
ſtrument of his converſion? Or even by what partic 24 
means the work was carried on, till he had the witnY * 


once blind, but now I ſee. 


It is often true of the kingdom of God within us, 4 
well as that without, that it cometh not with obſervation A 
When our bleſſed Saviour therefore compares the wo, Y 
of the Holy Spirit in the regeneration of a ſinner, to i $ 
wind, the reſemblance holds good in a double reſpealſ : 
the freedem of his operations, with refpe@ to the perſ 
in whom he produces this bleſſed change, it blog F 
wh ere it |. eth; and the ſecret but powerful iuffuen / 
which it has on the ſoul, chen hear gſt the ſound theresf, | 36 
knoweſt not whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth. Ia 3 bl 
this reaſon, the work of grace in the heart of 0 
believer, is compared expreſly to ſeed, Mart iv. 2 
So is the kingdom of God, as if a man ſhould cM 
ſeed into the ground, and ſhould ſleep and riſe nig 
and day, and the ſeed ſhould riſe and ſpring up he knowl 1 
not how : ſo different, ſo ſovereignly free are the method 


by which our gracious Father is pleaſed to bring finnen 


Whilſt ſome are awakened by the terrors of the laue F 
others, with ſweeter force, are drawn by the promiſe of te 
goſpel. Whilſt the arrows of the Almighty ſtick faſt 79 | 
fome hearts, and the poiſon of them drinks up their ſpirito g . 
others are made to feel the milder efficacy of love andi 2 


grace, Whilſt God thunders fron Sinai, in the ears oi! 


ſome ſinners, to others he reveals himſelf in a till and 


there ſpeaks comfortably unto them. = 
It is no wonder that in the firſt caſe, the affrightcd 


 finner- ſhould be able to tell the time when theſe terrors Y ” 


were firſt excited in his ſoul; but perhaps it may be more 4 
difficult for the latter to trace ſuch * to any certain 
| period, 


— 


artici\f 


Wit 1 4 | period, ſo as either to ſatisfy himſelf or others in theſe feſs 


ervatio! A A 
he wo W 
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ufluen: , limitation; here ſuch enquiries are evidently the reſult 
reef, 19 f i 
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terrors 7 I appeal for the truth of what I now write, endeavour to 


N 
e more 1 


certain C 7 
period, 4 : 


SE ; ever, the duty of every man who calls himſelf, 


Wo hi 


important . circumſtances of time or place It 18, how- 
would 
be thought a chriſtian by others, on proper occaſions, to 
give the beſt ſatisfaction he is able, in what manner, ang 

by what means a ſaving work of grace was begun and car- 
ried on in his ſoul. This the apoſtle Peter calls ſunctiſying 
the Lord God is our hearts,when we are always ready to give 
an anſwer to every man who uheth us the reaſon of the hope 
that is in ut, , With meekneſi and ſear, 1 Pet. iii. 15. 

Perhaps this command may, in. ſome caſes, admit of a 


of an idle and impertinent curioſity, or the character of 
the enquirer gives us no reaſon to hope that he either pro- 
poſes,” or is like to receive any advantage by an anſwer, 
But when either the honour of God, or the good of 
others, demand this ſatisfaction, when the firſt may 
probably be advanced, or the latter be promoted, it is a 
criminal modeſty to: be . or unwillng to teh 
what God has done for our ſouls. © 


This appears to me more eſpecially W = 
a church of Chriſt, as ſuch, tequire the experience of 
thoſe who deſire: admittance into their communion. They 
have an undoubted right to receive all the ſatisfaction 
they can get, as to the characters of thoſe who. deſire ad- 
mittance into their fellowſhip, ſince both the honour of 
our common Lord and Maſter, and the peace of every 
particular ſociety may be greatly injured * * want of 
Proper care in this particulaꝶc. 

As this is my preſent caſe with regard to you, my 
Chriſtian friends of this church, I ſhall, with all plain- 
nefs and ſincerity, in the preſence of that God, to whom 


Sive you the beſt account I am able, of 25 hog that 1s 
in me nth-meckneſs 90 . 
5 . My +; 1 Qhall 


* * ©. 4 S #| - 7 915 
. 33 


- 


1 mall have orcas to fay very little of my -paſt life, 
till che time it pleaſed God to remember his covenant 
with my fathers, and-fulfil his promiſes to them, of be- 


eirs. 

Tt will be ſufficient to ſay, 1 was early devoted by my 
parents to qa work, for which it did not pleaſe God to 9 
me, by the beſt and moſt valuable qualifications, his 


own grace, and the ame of his nad Though juſ- 


* 4 Sx 


with my education, either by precept or example; to 
breed me up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 


This eſſential defect they at that time unhappily over- 
look'd; and flatter'd by thofe under whom I was brought 
up, with ſome tolerable progreſs I had made in learning, 
It was feſolved, whatever averſion I difcovered to that 
way of life, I ſhould be a Miniſter. Thus, without any 
Jerious concern or care about my own ans was a 
up to take the charge of others. 

It is indeed quite foreign to my ſink b but 
T have, and probably ſhall ſuffer ſo much by the miſtaken 
zeal ef my good parents in this matter, that I can't help 
wiſhing my example may help others'to ſee the abſurdity 
of educating young perſonsito the work of the miniſtry, 
who diſcover no other qualifications ſor it, but a genius 
to human learning, and only promiſe to make what the 
world call good ſcholars. I have no deſign, by chis di- 


greſſion, to undervalue a learned and regular education. 


An aquaintance with the learned languages, a knowledge 
of the ſeripture in their original tongues, the ſtudy of 
philoſophy in its ſeveral branches, are not only ornamental, 
but; in ſome caſes, highly neceſſary to furniſn out 3 
workmen who needs not be aſhamed, and enable him rightly 
10 divide the word of truth. And whenever. it pleaſes God 
to put grace in the heart, there will be no danger of ſo 


much knowledge in the head ; but n the former, I 
will 


— 


is, 2 God to PUB" ſeed, as be bad been nn. 
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7 witt venture to aſſert Rom my own. experience, and the 
* knowledge I have Had of others, it will oftner lead men 
into errors, than help them to the knowledge of the 


truth as it is in Jeſus. And I am verily perſuaded; the 
general falling off from the doctrines of the goſpel,which 


| prevails in the preſent age, is, in a great meaſure, owing 


to that pride and (elf-conceit which human learning natu- 
rally raiſes in the. minds of thoſe who have no better 
teacher than their 'own'reaſon, and are leſt to depend on 
their own underſtandings. | I am ſure this was my Own 
cafe. Much ſtudy and little prayer, much time ſpent ia 
ancient heathen or modern polite authors, and. little-,ac+ 


T7 quaintance either with the bible or my, on heart, had 


the ſame effect on me as St. Paul ſays, knowledge, ot 
what is all one, a conceit of it, will always have they 


grace; it puffed, me up with a vain gpinjon of my own | 


reaſon, and a contempt of every thing which refuſed to be 
tried by this infallible criterion. of truth. To this ſtand- 
ard I brought all the peculiar doctrines of the goſpel; 
and if they ſpoke not according to this rule, I raſhly, 
but obſtinately concluded, it was becauſe they had not 
light in them, It ſeemed to me beneath the dignity of 


human nature (2 phraſe much in xequelt with our pts * 


inſidels) to aſſent to any thing as true, for which I coul 


aſſign no other reaſop, but that it was revealed. The 


word Myfter y, notwit ling the frequent uſe of! it t by 
St. Paul, and indeed by, all, the inſpired writers, ſounde 
harſhly in my ears; nor could I poſſibly comprehend the. _ 
neceſſity, or even the fitneſs of ſubduing the ; underſtanding 
to the obedjence of faith, It appeared to me a very odd. 
method to make a man a chriſtian, by obliging him to re- 


nounce that faculty which alone made him a man. F ull 


of theſe ſentiments, which carried in them, at leaſt to, 
my. zpprebenGon, the force of ſelf-evident truths,'T be- 


gan to doubt, and ſoon made no ſcruple abſolutely 1 to de- 


ny moſt of the doctrines in which I had been bred, as. 


having ak them without any other foundation than 


7. e 


— 


BE - - "If ts 1. : 4 
= prejudice, and at a time when I had no opportunity 
ef being better inform' dq. I ſhall inſtancg only in a few; 
5 I could no ways recongile what is commonly called the 
| d6Arities of original fin, or the uniyerfal dgpravity of hu- 
man nature, ariſing -frgm Adam's ſin, and ſubjecting all 
his poſterity to ON with the notions I had entertain'd 
of the divine juſtice.” Þtill leſs could I comprehend. the 
neceſſity, or even thg poſſibility of Cbriſſ's death being 
a proper ſatisfaction zd atonement to God for ſin; it ap- 
ing to me no waps inconſiſtent with any of che divine 
ributes, to pardon ſinners on their repentance and re- 
formation.” The offers of grace to all men, with a ſecret 
teſdror, that none ſhould receive the benefit of them, but 
( fuch 4 had fror e uri been choſen in the divine pur- 
pofe, reflected, as thought, ſo. ſtrongly on the ſincerity 
und truth of Gog, that without ſcruplę I concluded it 
eculd have ng foundation but in the i-gatore of the firſt 
inventor of jt, Put what gave me the greateſt diſtaſte to 
this 1 Waß, that it ſtruck at, and indeed totally de- 
froyed my favourite” ſcheme of free, will, and a man's 
own power to FE bim f. The tenouncing my own 
 righteonſneſs, In point of juſtification before God, and be- 
90 entirely pendant on the obedieyce of another for ac- 
*eptance | of gvery thing I was capahle of doing, ſeem'd a 
hard. laying; and yet it has fince pppear'd to me more 
rb that I ſhould put ſuch 4 value on my own per- 
formance, becauſe 1 could not but be conſcious, even at 
that time, that 1 had not any good wotk to depend upon. | 
Tue freedom with which 1 ayowed theſe and the like 
principles, and the warmth wir which J contended for 
them in all companies, occaſioned many who were equally 
zealous to confute them, to pepreſent me as a deiſt ; tho? 
1 really neyer diſbelieved a pevelation, whatever difficulty 
1 met with to reconcile it with my favourite age! 
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N Nor, after all, was 1 ever ſo ſure of being in the right, as 3 
pot to envy thoſe niger manner e life had never | led . A 
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b to ſuch enquiries, but contented themſelves to believe 
= either their parents or miniſters had taught them, 


out either a capacity or inclination of enquiring for 
12 I knew many ſuch, who with very weak 


but honeſt hearts, lived uſefully in the world, and 
ortably to themſelves, and by the help, as I then 
Sought, of implicit faith, were happy ſtrangers to the 
oubts which perplexed me here, and died with the com- 
rtable proſpect of happineſs hereafter, _ Gladly would 
often have exchanged my condition with theirs, and 
arted. with all my boaſted knowledge, for that unaffeRed +. 
ace of mind which they enjoy'd, and which I had 
itherto ſought for in vain. | 

1 have already ſaid, that I was all this while no deiſt, 
Having never been able to find the truth of divine revela- 
Jon fairly diſproved by the boaſted writings of our modern 
—Fee-thinkers. - However, I could not help reading their 
performances with a ſecret pleaſure, in hopes I might at 
et diſcover. the cheat which had given me ſo much un- 
——Walineſs, and by this means rid myſelf of thoſe fears which 
"Ft times haunted me with black and. melancholy re- 
eis. 

It is now about a year ago, 88 a phamphlet of this 
ind was put into my hands, intitled, Chriſtianity not 
Wounded an Argument. The author, whoever he was, un- 
r the appearance of being a zealous advocate for one of 
e peculiar doctrines of chriſtianity, I mean the work of 
Spirit in the heart of believers, concealed a very dan- 
3 erous delign of turning revelation into enthuſiaſm, by de- 
Froying all its external evidences, as inſufficient to ſup- 
Port a rational belief of its divine authority; not queſtion- 
g but if he could once overturn this ground and bulwark 
the faith, I mean the outward atteſtations to its truth, 
ſhould be eaſily able to convince men of the weakneſs 
end uncertainty of this internal foundation, which he only 
| —pftercd, to perſuade men the more eaſily to part with the 
203 | | other. 
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i ther. It was wrote however with greater decency, and 
| force of reaſoning, than any thing I had ever met i 
with of this kind. I read it with great eagerneſs at [ 
firſt, and the impreſſion it made on me was fo ſtrong, 
that I think, for a week or two, I did little elſe bm © 


read it. I was nd ſtranger to his real deſign, though 4 


it pleaſed God the effect it had on me proved very differ. 
ent; and was, as I verily believe, the firſt means of leading 
me into the knowledge of the truth. I ſhall endeavour to 9 
explain this by the following ſteps. It immediately oc- N 


"x 


curred to me, on the firſt peruſal, that if the immediate 
reaching of the Spirit was ſo abſolutely neceſſary to a ſaving (i 
faith in the truth of revelation, as this author had ſtrongh 4 
labour'd to prove, it muſt be equally neceſſary to our un- 
derſtanding the doctrines of it, and conſequently, thoſe | Y 
propoſitions which in the light of reafon only appeared to 
me ſo abſurd, might, in this divine light, appear with glo- "8 
rious evidence, and a perfect conſiſtence with one another. 2 4 
This pleafed me in the firſt reflection; for I was real) 
tired of the uncertainty I was in, and willing to know the 2 
truth. And here, I thought, was a teacher offered, to 3 
whom even my natural pride and ſelf-conceit could have 
no objection to ſubmit. It came now ſtrongly into my 4 
mind, that all the ſeeming inconſiſtencies, which 1 could 9 
no ways reconcile by my on reafon, and had in vain i 
ſougnhtt for ſatisfaction about from others, might, after all, 1 9 
not be in the doctrines themſelves, which might yet be 
true, but wanted to be placed in a proper light, and ex- 1 5 
plain'd by a proper teacher. Many things offer'd them- 14 
ſelves, which | had never attended to before, which at 9 
leaſt made this probable, and I began to have a leſs opinion 
of my own reaſon, as an infallible guide to truth: This, 
T believe, paved the way to the next ſtep which it pleaſed % b 
providence to take in bringing me out of my own natura! 
darkneſs into his own divine 5. To which I now 3 | 
proceed, i 
It is well known to. moſt here, "that for a conſiderable | 8 


time before this, a place for divine worſhip had been 
. PE: ereaed | 
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7 1 
10%) by Mr. Whitefield and his friends, ad- 
ning in a manner to my own dwelling. The CT, 
ich daily attended there, and the uncommonneſs of che 
ing, excited my curioſity, at their firſt coming, to hear 
o or three of their preachers. I had been two well ac- 
painted with the opinion the world entertained of them, 
expect much ſatisfaction from their performances, 
d therefore was not at all diſappointed i in meeting with 
wothing that pleaſed me: I only came away confirm'd in 
Phat I had ſuſpected at their firſt appearance, that they 
. a company of innocent enthuſiaſts, beneath the no- 
Mee of any man whoſe brain was not as much diſordered 
os their own. From that time I never thought any thing 
More about them, till after the interval of near a year, it 
Fame into my mind, that as theſe men, tho' they made no 
1 Pretences either to learning or eloquence, nor indeed any 
7 ning elſe that I could ſee to recommend them, yet had 


iother. | S&vidently been. ſucceſsful in reclaiming many notorious 
really profligate ſinners, to a ſober and regular behaviour, (for 
w the 5 s to any thing farther, I ſtill believed nothing of it) 
red, to Wome inſtances of which came within my own knowledge, 


| have and others were ſo well atteſted, as to admit no reaſon- 
0 my Co doubt of the fact; theſe things made me begin to 
could Kaueſtion, whether, after all, theſe men might not be in- 
! vain A 4 ces of this divine teaching, which I was now full of 
er all, L an my own imagination. However, the thought made no 
et be 9 1 laſting impreſſion, and in time, both that and the occaſion 
d ex- Y of it entirely wore off, and 1 thought no more of the 
hem- 1 matter. 

ch at 3 = The time of my ' deliverance now drew nigh. It was 
nion not long after this, that I was waked with a ſtrong, but 
This, . to me, at that time, altogether unaccountable impreſſion, 
alſed 9% that I muſt that morning go to the Tabernacle. I am 


tural not, I think; much inclined in my own temper to ſuper- 
now 1 ſtition, and therefore, without making any reflection upon 


it, endeavour'd to compoſe myſelf to ſleep. As it was 
| gon- 


able ci 1 
een 8 : 
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2 konfiderably before my uſual time of rifing; I try'd in vain 4 
argue myſelfout ofa thing which to me appeared a fanty, ani 
not worth the regarding. At laſt, finding tny attempts : 3 
| ſleep to no purpoſe, 1 roſe and went; and I don't remem. 2 2 

der that I found any remarkable effect of the difcourſe ir 
general, I came away with a better opinion of the a 
preacher than I had formerly entertained, but without 191 f 
deſign of going agai n. But providence, which had, hi 
truſt, more gracious views in ſending me thither, repeatel 
the ame impreſſions, to which I yielded with leſs reluc- 3 * 
tance than before. And it was now that this dine * 
teacher, of whom T had formerly had very diſtant and im- 
perfect ideas, was pleaſed to manifeſt his own al mighty 
power. The word came no longer as the word of man. f 4 
which I was at liberty to entertain or reject : clothed wih 
a divine authority, it reached and cut me to the heart ; 3 q 
and, in one hour, taught me to know more of myſelf, and 1 
more of a Saviour, than the vain TAP of mw whole life 
had ever been able to diſcover. - 3 ; 
The Preacher had choſe, or, as I believe was s diveRtd | 1 8 
to chuſe for his ſubject, that glorious character of our 
© bleſſed Saviour, a friend to ſinners. Thus at once it pleaſ- 4 
ed God ta ſhew me my miſery, in a light infinitely dif- 
ferent from what I had ever ſeen it, and at the ſame time 
to point out a glorious remedy,” every way equal to my 
— guilt and miſery. I returned from the place in a temper | C 
of mind which I can no way ſo well deſcribe, as in the 
words of the pſalmiſt, Pſalm cxxvi. 1. When. the Lord turn- 4 
ed again the captivity of Zion, we were as thoſe who dream; 3 
every thing appeared ſtrange; all Was wonder and ſur- Y 
pnize :—Grief and joy, hope and fear, alternately took 
pPoſſeſſion of my ſoul. I threw myſelf on my knees, un- 
der the power of every paſſion that can agitate the human 
mind; nor did I riſe without ſome hope that God had % 
heard me, and would pluck my feet out of the net, and 
Tet them on a rock, even on the * of ages. It was not 
lo- 8 


" | 


% 


1 9 3 
ter this, that I had caufe to add witit follows in 
| Vain . ext verſe of the above-quoted Pſalm. ' Then was 
ney, abb % 1 mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with ſinging» | 
tnpts vi b > Lord hath done great things for us, whertof we are glad. 
emem. Y needed now nd extraordinary call to carry me again 
urſe in ce Tabernacle. Hours appeared tedious whilſt I was 
'of W 6 ent from it. I ſlept indeed, but my heart awaked. 
out ami ' Pad ſeen ſo much of God's glory, and felt ſo much of 
had, % grace there, that I needed no exhortations to go up 
epeatel o the houſe of the Lord. Nor was I diſappointed 
; reluc- Y Ben I came there. With humble gratitude I can ſet 
divic il " my ſeal, that God was there, not once only, but 
nd im. Nen; nor would I loſe the. remembrance of many an 
mighty hy ur I have ſince ſpent there, for the greateſt pleaſures 
man, e can be ſound in the tents of fin. Indeed, I ſoon fo 
d with ally loſt the reliſh of what men commonly call by the 
heart ; 4 me of pleaſure, that it really was a pain to me to be 
if, 100 * liged to have any thing to do with them; : and I was | 
ole life oſt ſorry to think that I had no more valuable facri- 
| 5 es to make, when I gave them up for better enjoyments. 
E hen I. mention the evidences I have had of the divine 
eſence at the Tabernacle, I don't mean to confine them 
N 4 * 1 that place only. I bleſs God I can with equal ſincerity 
1 have enjoyed the ſame in other aſſemblies of his 
Wople—May he graciouſly continue them, wherever his 
fovidence may caſt my future lot! 
lt was impoſſible for me to attend in this public man- 
J 3 Er the worſhip of God, amongſt a people univerſally 
Intemned, and - hated and deſpiſed, without my old 
mpanions taking the alarm. They miſſed me at the 
oal places of diverſions, and as I had no deſire to con- 
chem, they were ſoon informed of the motives of 
* y abſence, 1 eaſily foreſaw this, and knew what I was 
expect in the opinion of thoſe, whoſe acquaintance 
7 enk, at leaſt, I was obliged to reſign; I ſtill 
loyed 


| vs 
oY - l 
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- foved ſeveral of them, and it was far from a I 
thought, that I was now going to appear in their eye. 

in no better a character than an enthuſiaſt and a mad may, 1 

I had no reaſon to expect better quarter for myſelf thi '% 

J% T had given to others; however, I thank God I ea 

got over this difficulty, and have ſince met with bett 

treatment from many of them, than I really imagined | 

Was like to receive. From this time, by a diligent (i; 3 

of the word of God, and humble and conſtant pray c 

for his Spirit, to lead me into all truth, I gradually be. 

came convinced of many errors. Thoſe doQtrin: 8 

which were once fooliſhneſs to me, whilſt I remains 

in darkneſs, now appeared with a divine evidence, whe 

I became light in the Lord. IT muſt not inſtance i 

particular, having, as I ſuppoſe, already ſtretched thu 

account to an unuſual length, it will be ſufficient 18 

| fay, that as far as T am acquainted with the ſentiment 


of this church*, my own do. not, I believe, material“ 
diffe 2 


% 


As very few are acquainted with the nature, Jeſign, and diſc- 
pline of a congregational church, (though ſo clearly deſcribed in tl: 
New Teſtament) commonly known by the name of Independent, 

which denomination other ſects have adopted in order to get a a4 
_ eenceunderthe Toleration act, it may be proper to diſtinguiſh th: 
into which Mr. Cruttenden was admitted, which he from a ſenfe « 
his duty, did voluntarily conſent to beexamined, having firſt given 
himſelt to the Lord, then unto the church, by the will of Goc 
2 Cor. viii. 5. | 
An independent or congregational church is (to uſe the word 
of the 19th article of the church of England) a congregation fail. 
Jul men inwhich the pure auord of God is preached, andthe ſacramen! 4 | 
duly miniftered according to Cbriſt's ordinances. But it may be alt 
ed, How are faithful men or women to be known without exam in- 
tion, as to their motives of deſiring to become members thereof 1 
is abſolutely neceſſary therefore beforethe eandidates are admitte! 
into fellowſhip, they ſhould be able to give an account of the hoyt 
in them, Peter iii. 1 f. of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt only, Acts iv. 1. 2 
For it is not enough that a man is moral in his conduct, or a pro 


feſſor of ahriſtianity in general, but that he mas * in a degre, 


the 
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2 * 
pleaſing? 5 . Take 
heir exc, 1 1 
ad ma | ze * 5 
elf t, er, and if in any thing I am yet miſtaken, may God 
I ca), Reveal cuen this unte me | 
ith bete I have already obſerved with how much tenderneſs it 
lagined | Pleaſed God to lead me at firſt into the Knowledge of 
gent ſtuc 8 1 myſelf, 
8 the power of Chriſt's reſurrection in himſelf, Phil. iii. 10. 2 Cor. 
ually be. iii. 5. ond that he alſo be of one heart, ſaul, mind or judgment, 
doctrine nd in union and fellowſhip with the church, Acts iv. 32. 2 Cor. 
remain: Ni. that thereby they may eſtablith each other in the faith of 
he goſpel and growth in grace, as Mr. Cruttenden declared, was 
ce, whe is only motive, and to walk together in love without ſtrife, 
tance i or preeminence-of power, Matt. xx. 25, 26, 27. conſequently they 
hed th, F< 2 holy family, 1 Cor. Xi. 12 to 28. all brethren and ſiſters, 
FI RE pb. iv. 6. 2 Cor. vi. 19, 18. no one uſurping authority or 
cient tdominion' over another, Matt. xxiii. 8. out of which fraternity, 
1timent; whenever the office of a Biſhop, or Paſtor, two names for one and 
aterial,.l the ſame office; or of Deacons, may become vacant, they may 
„i ve able to chooſe from among themſelves, agreeable to the 
-ditfer apoſtolic rule; ſee Acts i. 23 to 26, chap. vi. 3. iTim ui 1-11, 
having firſt by prayer and ſupplication, looked up. for di- 
nd diſc. vine direction, they may give their lots, Acts i. 26. and the 
ed in th! brother on whom the lot falleth, (if he ſees his call clear) makes 
endent, knovn his mind, and is in a ſolemn and public manner ſet apart 
get a | r the office, ordained with the aſſiſtance of the Biſhops of other 
uiſh th! ter churches, made known by ſending meſſengers alſo to be 
ſenſe d vitneſſes of their faith and order, but his acceptance, qualification, 
rſt given and ordination to this office of a paſtor, gives him no authority 
over his brethren but as a moderator, to counſel, adviſe and direct, 


of God, = ue A! 8 
he being ſuppoſed as well or better acquainted with the goil and 


e word teftament of his Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, and is conſequently 
f fait. more able and ready to declare or put the church in mind of the 
ramen rules and ordinances, as contained in the teſtament of their Lord 
be aſk. and Savior Jeſus Chriſt. If circumſtances of doubt ſhould ariſe, 
amin. and put them in mind of the rule they ſhould go by. In this ſenſe, 
eof ? 1 and this only, they are to be obedient to ſuch as have the rule, 
mitte! Phil. iii. 16. x Tim. v. 27. or as our Lord recommended, 
e hop: Matt. xviii. 15, 16, x7. but in no wile to lord it over God's heri- 
siv. tage as Diotrephes did, 3 John, ili. 9, 10. or as the Popes and 
a pro dClergy of ſome proteſtant churches do, at this time in eccleſiaſtical 
legre, affairs, as is expreſsly forbid, Phil. ii. 3. 1 Pet. v. 3. and St. Paul 

& declares he had no dominion over their faith, only to adviſe, as in 


the 15 

I Cor. x. 15. ſaying, I ſpeak as to wiſe men, judge ye what 1 ſay, 
not enfoxcing their cannons, or rules, by pains and penalties z 
there 


Fa 


— 


22. J | 
myſelf, my / guilt and miſery : at the ſame time he re; 
vealed a Saviour to me in all the glories' of his perſon, 


jn all the ſuitableneſs of his offices, and all the wonders © i 
* his grace. I had never any doubt of his power, or 


wil- *L | 8 


therefore every congre 
real believers, look upon themfelves as competent to judge 


and decide every controverſy between member and member, in J 


gational church or n compoſed of I 


things pertaining to godlineſs, doctrine, diſcipline of a religious W 
nature, and in ſome caſes as directed, 1 Cor. vi. 1. &c. without 1 


the interference of any other ſiſter church, to controul or inter- 


meddle with their debates or affairs, unleſs deſired, to adviſe. 
It is therefore of the utmoſt neceſſity, - 


or admoniſh to peace. 


that none be admitted but awakened and converted ſinners, who i : 1 


ure willing and able to give, as in 1 Pet. ili. 15. an account when 
required, of their converſion or experience, as you ſee Mr. 


Cruttenden did, and others do, ſo that if poſſible, hypocrites, or | | 


others. from ſiniſter motives, may not be admitted, 


It is common for the candidates, firſt to apply to the miniſter ; 


to be propoſed, and that every member, may be ſatisfied, two. of 
the ſociety are generally appointed to converſe with them, and 


enquire alſo into their moral character and behavior in ſocial life, 4 | 5 
and to give to the church an account of their converſation,how Wt 


It correſponds with their profeſſion, and if the church is fatic- 
fied, which is known by the holding up Ag of the people, 
(as Clement Romanus, who was eotemporary with the apoſiler, 
dec lares was the cuflom in their time.) The candidate, if admitted, 
Is informed thereof by. the miniſter, who gives him an affec- 
tionate exhortation ' to fulfil the duties of a chriſtian,to the ho- 
nour and glo 
YMrayer, that by divine aſſiſtance, he may be 
enabled to act eable to the apoſtle's exhortation, Ke 2 Cor. 
Vi. 147 to the end. 

A church fo conſtituted, or organized, has a right to the keys 
to open and let in all true believers, or ſhut. out all hypocrites, 


or unbelievers, and immoral walkers from among themſelves. 


They make no forms, rites, or ceremonies for ather people, but 
leave every one to be perſuaded: in their own mind. And the 

Have a right to judge for themſelves, ſo far as is conſonant with 

the ordinances of their only Lord and King, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

Who inſtituted baptiſm, and the commemoration of his crucifixion 

for the atonement of his peoples fins on the croſs, which he or- 

dzined the night r hen at {upper with them, 5 
1 too 


| of God, and the comfort of the members. All 
1s concluded by 1 


7 [ 23 ] 
bd: Willingneſs to ſave ſinners in general ; but when 1 came 
_ Fro make the perſonal application, here aroſe the firſt and 
& conſiderable difficulty, I could not, I durſt not ſay, that 
ne loved me and gave himſelf for me. It appeared» 
74 indeed, clearly to me, that all whom the Father had 
1 given him in the purpoſes of his eternal love, ſhould 
w come to him, and fuch he would not refuſe ; but I knew 
| * at the ſame time that the fooliſh virgins knocked, yet to 
4 them he would not open, and many would only ſeek and 
W- not ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait gate, and ſhould not he 
able; and why might not this be my caſe? This gave 
me many a melancholy reflection. Two ways occurred 
to me to remove this difficulty. 

The expreſs teſtimony of the Divine Spirit as a witneſs 
in my heart, of my intereſt in this Saviour, This I had 
1 | lately 


took bread, &c. and gave thanks, &c. ſaying, ** This do in remem- 
brance of me.” I don't find he ordained, nor any of the apoſtles, 
| that his diſciples ſhould be compelled to commemorate this grand 
tranſaction Fneeling, which is a direct breach of the ſecond com- 
mandment, and no way ſinilar to the Lord's ſupper; therefore con- 
Y gregational diſſenters always receive it ſitting which was the mode 
1 F for many centuries after our Lord's death, till popery began to in- 
=> novate under pretence of tranſubſtantiation z and ſome proteſtants 
from them, ſtill continue that practice, which was the 
aauſe, together with ſome other popiſh rules and ceremonies, of the 
7 e . puritan clergy of the church, becoming diſſenters, which may 
FE be ſeen in Ar.Cotton Mathers s eccleſiaſtical hiſtory of New Eng- 
land, and Neal's hiſtory of the Puritans. There aremanyother trea- 
tiſes by learned divines on the ſubject, hut I would recommend one, 


* a4 ſmall one without controverſy, being only a collection of ſcriptures 
. from the new teſtament, by the Ne Wh Owen, intitled Ecol, 
5 RX. or rules of direction for the walking of the faints in fellowſhip, ac- 
ut ME cording 10 the order of the goſpel, printed in the year 1655. reprinted 
ih ſiucez; or if any are willing to know wherein congregational church 
mm | = government differs from the Church of England and Scotland, 
ut, or prelatical and preſbyterian eſtabliſhments, they may read a 
on ſmall and cheap treariſe, called a Plan of Lectures on the principles 
1 ot nonconfarmity, by Mr. R, Robinſon of Cambridge, printed 
3 n the year, 1278, and ſold by Mr. Buckland in n 


Landon. Uſth edition, 


n 6240 
htely heard much of as 2 privilege common to all believer:, 
and had feen and talked with fome who had themſelve: 1 | 
been favoured in this manner; though 1 confefs the man- 
ner in which they explained what'they felt at ſuch times, 1 
did not ſeem intelligible to me then, nor am I yet capable 
of perfectly underſtanding the accounts they have given me 
of it. I was therefore obliged ſolely to have recourſe to 2 


the ſcripture account of this matter; and here the ſeveral f 
paſſages which mention the ſpirit of God, as bearing wit- 1 ; 
nefs with our fpirits, that we are children of God, our being 4 
Faled with the holy ſpirit of promiſæ, Eph. i. 13. and many bk : 
others to the ſame purpoſe, ſeemed to me toimply.nomor: 
than aparticularpowerful application of the generaldeclara- i | 
tions, or ſome particular promiſes to the | foul, by. which b 
De is enabled to fee his own intereſt in them, in a fuller We 4 
Eght, and a clearer manner, than when, left only to the 1 4 
actings of his own faith. "This, though could not fay be Y 
F had been taught it by experience, yet I clearty under- oo 
Rood, and earneſtly wiſhed and prayed for; but as it did by 
not pleaſe God, either at that time, or ſiuce, to reveal himſel; 


in this manner to my ſoul, I had then no other method of 7 hk 
obtaining ſatisfaction in this important but difficult en- 
quiry but by comp ange I had found wrou ght! 
in myſelf, with the marks laid down in ſcripture, of thoſe 
who are regenerated and born again. As I dreaded to de- 
ceive my own ſoul into a falfe peace, and knew ſome- 
thing of the deceitfulneſs of my own heart, I never ſct | 8 
about this enquiry, without imploring, in the moſt hum- 
ble manner the divine illumination. And here it was, that 
have often found comfort, which though it falls much 
Mort of that full aſſurance of faith which others have at- 
rammed, and in which they rejoice with joy unſpeakable ; 8 
and may be beſt exprelled by what the apoſt'e calls, good 
lo pe through grace, yet has it hitherto ſupported me, and 
will. I truſt, ſhineyet more unto the perfect day; being fully 
perſuaded of this, that he who I humbly hope has begun 
a 


, 


1 
Work in me, will preſerve and carry it on through 
very difficulty, until it be perfected in the day of re- 
mption. To him I deſire to commit the keeping of my 
: zul, who is able to cauſe all grace to abound towards 
2 Se. Secure of this, that the everlaſting covenant, of 
| & hich he is the great and faithful ſurety, both can and 
Will ſecure all who are intereſted in it, Cafe through faith 
| 3 eternal ſalvation. 
7 | 7 Having thus, my Chriſtian friends, with all pſzinneſs 
4 Ind ſincerity, endeavoured to trace the ſeveral ſteps by 
nich it has pleaſed the all-gracious God to begin and 
Warry on his own works in my ſoul, and given the reaſors 
pf the hope that is in me, to you of this church, I ſubmit 
the above-written account. It was deſigned for your ſa- 
Wisfaftion. If it ſhall have anſwered this end, and you be- 
eve in the judgment of charity, that I have found mercy 
pf the Lord to be faithful, you will not, I hope, think me 
y Altogether unfit for that nearer relation, in which 1 deſire 
| Ro ſtand into you. I ſhall only beg your patience, whilſt I 
* entionthereaſonswhichdetermin'd mychoice to this place. 
The ſociety amongſt whom I received the firſt impreſ- 


—_ #4 Nons of divine grace, not being formed into a church, nor 
= 25 I apprehend, likely to be ſo, from the very nature of 


| of . heir conſtitution, I could not, whilſt I confined myſelf to 
=” 1 them, either diſcharge the duty, or receive the privi- 
ght * leges peculiar to thoſe who are members of a particular 
ofe church; I ſoon ſaw my indiſpenſible obligation to walk in 
de- $ | 1 this, as well as other the ordinances of the Lord. I was 
* I 43 therefore now left under the divine direction, (Which, 1 
ſet . truſt, I ſincerely aſked in the language of the ſpouſe; 05 
＋ - tell me, thou whom my ſoul loveſſ, where thou feedejt, where 
"it RT thou cauſe/t thy flocks, te reſt at noon; for why ſhould 7 
ch 3 it be as one who turneth aſide by the flicks af thy companions.) 
A OF to join with that ſociety which ſhould, upon the whole, 
2 appear to me neareſt in ſentiments with my own, and 


* where I was moſt likely-to be eſtabliſhed and built up is 
1 my molt holy faith. I had from my iufancy, been ns 
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our Lord Jeſus Chrift, that he will eſtabliſh, confirm 


whom be glory. Amen. | * 
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5 4b VE 
flranger to the doctrines preached and embtaced/ amon 
you, whilſt under the paſtoral care of my honoured uncle, 
your late reverend paſtor, Mr. Bragg; nor was 1 formerly 
altogether unacquainted with many of the Members of 
this church, whoſe life and converſation adorned the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour. Indeed they were at that time, 
by much too ſtrict and holy for me ts take any pleaſure in 
their acquaintance or converſation. They are now many 
of them, I believe in glory, and I deprived of a happineſs 
1 did not reliſh till I had loſt it, and now think of with 
ſorrow and regret. However, I am perſuaded, the ſame 
principles, and the ſame practices are ſtill continued 
amongſt thoſe who ſurvive, or have been ſince admit- 
ted. This is no time.nor place for flattery. I ſhall there- 
fore only ſay, that I am, from a perſonal acquaintance 
with your preſent reverend paſtor, which I ſome time ſince 
contracted with this view, entirely ſatisfied in his private 
ſentiments, as to the fundamental and material doctrines 
of the goſpel. His public adminiſtrations have been fre- 
quently bleſs'd and owned, to my comfort and eftabliſh- 
ment in the faith, and will, I truſt, be further uſeful for 
my edification and growth in grace, and the knowledge 
of my only Lord and Saviour, in whom I deſire daily te 
grow up as my head in all things. As theſe are the pre- 
ſent real ſentiments of my ſoul, and the only views with 
which I deſire to be admitted as a member of this 
church; To you my chriſtian friends, I once more ſub- 
mit the whole of this account; earneſtly at the ſame 
time, deſiring, if it meet with your approbation, all 
your prayers to the God of all grace, the Father of 


and ſettle me in the knowledge of the truth, and en 
able me to walk as a fellow- heir with you of our com- ; 
mon ſalvation, through our only Lord and Saviour, to J 


4 


R. CaUTTENDEN, 


us 4 
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* "PSALM 1 . te quies wy ei . 
e, n AT bie eſfings it the man | To the right path dĩrects my way. 
in "whoſe ſeet Thro' the long j TN when I faint, 

ny Ine vile pat! which finners tread, He hears the voic my complaint, 

ils de ſaſſemblies where they meet, Reſtores my ſoul, hind my hope, - 

" vu jewsthef offer chair wichdread. | And bears my finking ſpirits up, _, 
4 = To raiſe freſh glories to his name 

ne os a ſacred theme Qi lay, | Forgives my fins, and hides my ſhame; 


Higs tant labour and delight: 
hat he careful reads by day ; 


his waking thoughts by Ee 
Fees by living ſtreams ſupply'd, 
Wniling in eternal green, 

pk ſo fair, or ſpread ſo wide, 
Net 2dorn'd with fruit are ſeen. 


loom like their's ſhall Aburiſh Rill 
ctown each loaded bough, 


CS wy plenty 
4 .. heav'nly dews around diſtil 
; 288 ſacred bleſſings all below. | 


eh ſtorms deform the riſing year? | 

Ad blaſt the promiſe of the ſpring ; 

5 aves ſhall ever freſh ap 
dranches timely fruit 


0 the wicked's im pious courſe, | 
eance divine attends his way: 

ike chaff before the whitlwind's ite 
bopes ſhall all be ſwept away. 


who the righteous man approves, 
Wh k conſtant care ſhall ſuch defend: 


crown the happy ſouls he loves 

\ joys eterrial in their end. 

| * & | IS. Wh 
E PSALM XXII 
each my ſhepherd's-guardian care, 
n paſtures, ever freſh and fair, - 


om'rous wants ſhall be fapply'd; : 
No FF can ! ak and be deny d. 


iſh mid. day heat 


| bring. | 


Þ 


| 


Wen ſummer's ſuns wi 
= und my ſultry temples beat, 

gentle ſtreams my feet he leads; 
ch murmur thro” the fragrant meads. 


[ 
1 


His chearin 
The joy ful 


voice 1 hear and own 
und 1s grace alone, 


f 


Not death's dark vale ſhall fright my 


„ 
Tho? thro! the gloom my journey lies: 


Thy ſtaff my ſtrength, thy rod . 
1 aſk noo er help beſide, "OY 


Dauntleſs my ſobl purſues her way; 
My ſhepherd leads, and I obey ; 


He points the unknown path I tread, 
And guardsme thro*.the Ereadful ſhade, 


May I but feel his preſence near, 


My weakeſt. pow'rs diſdain to fear; 
And death and hell in vain combine 
Againſt a ſafety ſo divine. | 

Vet eber I trace the downward road, | 
V11 tell thy bounties, Oh ! my God; 
My ſoul ſhall triumph in thy praiſe, , 
Thou great preſerver of my days. 


Thy lib'ral hands my table ſpread, + 


| | Aa with fteſh oil anoĩint my head; 


In peſence of my enyious foes | 
My cup with gen'rous wine 0 reſſe wa 


Theſe claim the tribute of my tongue, 
Tilt nobler bleflings raiſe the ſong ; 
Bleſſings unſeen, unknown below, 
Which only in Ho ren n oy 


PS A L M CXXXIX. 
10 they great God! my thoughts 


ar, 
Eer yet l within my mind; 


ere blooming trees in verdant row s, 
Wa to {lumber and repoſe, 


My words unutter'd reach thine ear, 


And all their unform'd ſounds deſign d.. 


/ 


oer 
Tube whiſper d ſigh, the ſecret groan, 
The pray r in ſilent woe-preferr'd, 
Which ſcarce the trembling ſoul dares 


Own, F 7 | . 
voice, and all arc heard. 


Alt find a 

When vain devotion mocks the ſkies, 
In forms to all but thee unknown; 
The ſolemn hypocritic enes, © ; 
Stand undiſguis d before thy throne. 


In vain to beconceal'd from thee, 

My foul retires to darkeſt night; 
Pierc'd by thy eyes thoſe ſhadows flee, 
As in the mid-day blaze of night. 


Should Eaſtern ſuns my ſpeed behold, 
Outſtrip their journey thro the ſky ; 
Thy preſent pow'r would {till unfold 
The wretch who fecks to 'ſcape thine 
DP 1 
Ir ſtill I urge the vain deſign, 
And plunge to hell's eternal ſhade, 
Thoſe horrors own thy arm divine, 
Amidſt the regions of the dead. 
Thine eyes the empty void ſurvey, 
Perhaps for future worlds deſign'd; 
Where forms as yet unknown obey 
The fair ĩdeas in thy mind. 
Still may theſe thoughts poſſeſe my 'breaft, 
W, Wore ger TI reve, where-eer 7 rest. 
Thy conſcious view my path ſurveys, 
Thro' mid- night gloom, or mid-day 
„ 41 
When ſafe from each obſerving eye, 
Some ſecret fin would fearlefs riſe ; 
Be this my guard, my God is nigh, 
And ſees through all the thin diſguiſe. 
| Micah. VI. 6, 7. 
C oppreſs'd with fear, 


What off'ring can'atone ?0 
How ſhall a finner dare to appear, 
' Great God! before thy Throne? 
PTrembling I lift my to heav'n; 
Oh! teach me how to be forgiv'n, 
Will rich Sabza's ſpicy fields 

A grateful odour riſe ? 

Of Kit Arabia's harveſt yields 
Perfume my. ſacrifice? _. 
Joyful Tl rear the fragrant pile, 


— 


* 
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| 


Thus ſooth'd with fancy'd joys his breaſt, 


: * * 
LM . 
Idvme's foreſts bloom in valn. 

Their frankincence and gum, 9 
Nor purge the guilt, nor ſooth the pi 

With all their rich perſume. 
Nor weeping ſhrubs, nor bleeding tu 
Can give the lab' ring conſcience ea 
Will rams in countleſs numbers 1a;4 
Or bullocks coſther blood, 
| Avail to waſh my inborn ſtain? 
I'll pour the crimſon flood: 


In one promiſcuous carnage all 
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My flocks, my herds, ſhall victim r 
| But, Oh! to purge my crimſon ſin 2 - 


Not hecatombs ſuffice, 
No ſprinkling hyſſop makes 


9 


e 
mec 1 
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See humble at thy feet I fall, 


Perhaps thou wilt forgive me all. 


If yet thy juſtice blood demand, 

| Nor blood ſhall be deny'd ; 
Behold thy Son, his wounded hand 
Points to his bleeding fide. = 
There ſee the great atonement made, 
And own the ranſom fully paid. 


Luke XII. 16, Kc. 


| ATTEND, I hear the man of earth, 
Thus give his fond conception 
birth, | 7 
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And cheaply buy one heav'nly ſmile. | 


And lull his fooliſh foul to reſt, 
Succeſsful 
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Before thy purer eyes THE 1: 
Too deep the ſpot, too foul the ſtau h: 
And blood of bulls and goats is va, AW 
| Will the preſs'd Olives foaming ti 
A pleaſing off 'ring flow ? bl * 
To ſpread the balmy deluge wide, Is 
III all my wealth beſtow. er 
But oh! ten thouſand rivers join 00 
In vain to cleanſe a foul like, mine. 4 
Say ! ſhall my firſt-born offspring fal 
| \ A dreadful acide: * 1 
| My joy. my hope, my pride, my a up 
— 2 4 De. 
Speak, foy'reign Lord, and at the wo. 
Deep in his breaſt I'll plunge the w] 
Father of mercy, God of loye, 1 
TR 5 thought forgive; it 
t thy own heart thy pity move 
And bid a finner five 1 F 4 


— 
* 


+ 5 8 i A | 
ful years had feld his ſtore, | 


— 1 6 
„ 


u beyond his wiſhes bleſt, 
Wa * harveſt ctown'd the reſt. 
z tre . e ſees the 79 grain, 
62th " dly funs and cheering rain, 
1 

* beading heads 3 ſtand, 
ait the reaper's friendly hand. 
o diſpoſe now was his care, 
The; oauct of a fruitful year; [riſe, 
& ſoon reſolv'd, new barns ſhould. 
Sbler form and ampler ſize. 


ms (on 


e, his ready ſlaves obey, 
* Abd deep the ſtrong foundation lay ; 
1. TT rear'd the finiſh'd building tends, 


21 high the pile erects its head, 
ain, wide the vaſt dimenſions ſpread ! 
„receive within its womb, | 
ibours of long years-to come. oy 
i done, (the thoughtleſs creature 
cries, | 7 
oy and folly in his eyes) 
ieenceforth letey'ry care remove, 
Ind all my future days be love. 
Vong ſ ha ears a ſmiling train 
=Attend, N they ig in yan ; 
l ſcize the moments as they fly, 
eevoted all to mirth and joy, 
ide as my boundleſs wiſhes rove 
che delights my ſoul ſhall prove! 
Wet foreign lands and ſeas explor'd 
With plenty crown my loaded board. 


er gen'rous wines, by age refin'd, 


> 
", 


wwaded barm could hold no more; | 


F 23 

« Would anxious thoughts perplex my 
% Foul?” 7 0.5 n 

« IA drown them in a flowing bowl. 


«© Unexhanſted as my treaſure, 

« Bc my future ſcenes of pleaſure, 
6 Still ed nf, never waſting, 
Happy ſtate for everlaſting. 


% All my ſoul deſires poſſeſſing, | 

«« Ev'ry wiſh, and ev'ry bleſſing: 

% Fearleſs view the minutes flying; 

** Hence thefooliſh thoughts of dy ing.“ 


A voice in thunder thus reply'd, 


gBehold a period to thy pride! | 
See, thou vain fool, how ſhort thoſe 


as 4 abour of a thouſand hands. 40 Which hs approaching night * 


4 ſtroys. 
No future morn ſhall light thoſe eyes, 


No future ſun on thee ariſe; 


Near as he haſtes to his decline, 


His period longer ſtill than thine. 


% Hark! it ſounds thy fun' ral knell, 

« To all thy hopes a long farewel; 

„ Hark it ſounds, and thou muſt go 

« To realms of darkneſs, ſcenes of 
© woe.” 


See the grim tyrant ſhake his dart, 
Which flies unerring to thy heart; 
Its meſſage ſeals thy final doom, 
Forgotten in the filent tomb. 


Ama d he hears the ſolemn ſound, ' 
And rolls his dying eyes around 
In ſearch of help, all ſuccour flies, 


oom cv'ry care relieve my mind; 


= HYMN 

& WATIREST of the ſons of men! 
4 Whilſt thy glories I rehearſe, 

De pn to aid my feeble pen, 

th, inſpire the ſacred verſe, 

on 
q 9 eould words but paint thee fair, 

feel thee in my breaſt; 


caſt 4 | 
Co ud the image dwelling there, 


mortal ſounds expreſs'd : 


1 


Curſes his uſeleſs wealth and dies, 


* 


r 


All ſhould in thy praiſes join 

Then the world ſhould love thee too; 
Lovely all, and all divine 

Should'| thou then appear to view, 


Nature's faireſt objects ſail, 
No reſemblance that ſupplies ; 


Sharon's roſe to thee is r 
Hangs its drooping head, and dies. 
Thy 


ey 
* 
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24 aq. 
Thy lips with brighter crimſon glow, 
| Than 2 rink the Tyrian dye; 
Not fleeces of deſeending ſnow ; 
May with thy pufer whiteneſs vie. 


Sabza's ſpicy fields exhale 
Leſs aromatic ſweets around; 
Lilies in the ſhady vale _ 
With meaner beauties paint the ground. 


Doves hefide the cryſtal ſtream, 

Yield their ſnowy plumes to thine ; 
Thy eyes with milder beauties beam, 
With more'exalted glories ſhine. 
N as the raven's plumes, 

Thy locks in ſable ringlets flow; 
Whence fragrant oils of rich perfumes, 
Down all thy ſhining veſtments go. 


T 


{s glorious morning-ſuns ariſe, 
en fromthe Eaſt they dart their rays; 
Leſs vig'rous thfro' the/mid-day ſkies, - 

They flame in their meridian blaze. 


Cedars, whoſe tow'ring heads adorn 
Fair Lebanon's afpiring brow; /  * | 
hy hobler ſtature views with ſcorn, 
\s they o'erlook the ſhrubs below, ). 
Search the wide creation round, 


Then view his ſmiling face, and own, 
Nothing like him can e'er be found, : 


There ty dwells, and there alone. 
„ nl rt 7» 3 SR Re hs FR nk 
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COME, bleſſed ſeſus, quickly come, 
Deſcend thou bright immortal 
. gueſt; - 555 3 
Within my heart erect thy throne, 
And reign unrival'd in my breaſt, 


Not all that's great, or good, or fair, 
Can pleaſe, or fix my choice below: 
I long in purer joys to ſhare, 

Which only in thy preſence flow. 


No more the world my boſom warms, 
When thy ſuperior glories ſine ; 

] die to all created charms, - 
If Jeſas whiſper he is mine: 


So ſtats withdraw their feebler rays, 
When from the chambers of the eaſt, 
The ſun his riſing beams diſplay, 


F 


Cr ſhines in mid-day glory dreſt. 


5 


Let wealth and honour ſpread the : = 


| Unmov'd I view the flatt'ring dream, 
= hf e 5 3 


* 


| Ye parent ſhades ! who dying mourn 


Riſe on my ſoul with chearful-dawr, Wn; 


Setter egg en. ; 


Nor this can reign, nor that prevail, 


1 


* * 
9 | * 
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charms, 


And pleaſure paint the gaydy ſcene. 


Nor Wealth, nor pow r, my boſom war:M 


Oppreſs d with care, and pain I ron 
At diſtance from my native place; 
Oh! haſte the hohr to bear me home 
That I may view my Saviour's face. 


And ſeas of bliſs in prſpect roll. * a 5 


But ſoon the flatt'ring viſions fail, 


| T 
Retutning fears their pow'r regain ; WAR th 
Darkneſs and doubts again-prevail, kel 
And ſin and guilt obſtruct the ſcene, | boy 


when will the long expected morn, WW 
Sure earneſt of eternal day, 


And drive theſe ſhadows quite away And 


In Meſhec's tents, my dull abode, 
Why muſt my ſoul for ever ſtay ? 
I long to climb the ſhining road, 
And burſt the bonds of mortal clay, 


All hail! ye bliſsful realms of light, 
Regions of peace, and joy, and love: 
Ve guardian ſpfrits, aid my flight, 
And bear me to your feats above. 


There, waſh'd in blood, a glorious trail 
Of kindred ſouls! long ſince releas d, 
Attend, nor ſhall they wait in vain 
To hail me to my promis'd bliſs. 
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And fear'd-to bid a laſt adieu, 
Receive a prodigal return'd, 
By grace reſtor'd to heav'n and you. 
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HAT jarring natures dwell within, N 
Imperfect grace, indwelling fin: 
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Tho each by tyrns my heart __ 
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rn to feel it live again. 
Wppy hour beholds me rife, 
pwards to my native ſkies : 
faith aſſiſts my daring flight 
Ims of joy, and worlds of light. 


a few paſſing minutes roll, 
Irth reelaims my captive ſoul ; 
its ſympathetic force, [ courſe. 
Theadlong urge my downward 
ort the joys thy viſits give, 

Wong thy abſence, Lord, I rieve 
clouds obſcure my riſing fun, 
e his mid-day blaze at noon | 
ft I raiſe my drooping eye 
, but find no ſuccour nigh ! 
rebel luſts, oppos'd in vain, | 

= their pow'r, and ſtrive to reign. 
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'1 2 ble knees I bend again, 
" wn rooping hands again I rear; 


is the taſk; the effort vain, ' 
art abhors the irkſome pray r. 


ich thy faints my voice I raiſe, 


eem to join the taſteleſs ſong: 


iy aſcends th' imperfect praiſe, 
es upon my thoughtleſs tongue. 
le weary, languid, heartleſs, dead, 
Je thy dread courts I oft repair; 
ar compell'd; or cuſtom led, 


ee, nor know that God is there, 


n the Spirit rears his ſword, 
pow'r divine attends the word ; 
* | the aid thoſe comforts yield, 
vanquiſh'd paſſions quit the field. 
ed ſource of light and love, 
Ince all thy people's joys ariſe; 
Spirit, heav'nly Dove, © 
gr thy humble ſuppliant's cries, 
W me.thro' the doubtful fight, 
Wu the fearful heart canſt faiſe, 
me triumph in thy might, 
the vict ry, thine the praiſe. 


* 
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Is finiſh'd now,“ the Saviour 
4 n N 


An bow dhis ac red head, and dy d. 


A Baſt the glorious conflict's o'er, 
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complain, and groan, and die 1 
iſe my ſongs of «triumph high; 
rebellious paſſion flain, 4 


"Twas then the great apoſtate fell, 
Doom'd in eternal chains to hell: 
Black legions round their monarchwait, 
And curſe his fall, and ſhare his fate. 
Death ſaw the mighty victor come, 
And ſpread a glory round his gloom : 
Robb'd of his dart, his ſting, his pow'r, 
The empty phantom frights no more. 


* 


Juſtice the wond'rous deed ſurvey'd, 


And own'd the finner's ranſom paid ; 
Whilſt Mercy now divinely mi 
In ev'ry heavenly feature ſmil'd. 


Well-pleas'd th' almighty Father ſaw 
The bleeding victim to his law: 
Enough, —he cry'd, let ſinners live, 
** Their debt diſchafg'd, I now forgive. 
* Lo! here my vengeance I reſign, 

«© Henceforth be 7 and pity mine, 


«© Nor theſe my broken laws deny,“ 
And lay'd the lifted thunder by. 


Hither, ye trembling ſinners fly, 
Look up, and fee a Saviour die ; 
His ſtreamingblood ſhall eaſeyourſmarw» 
And pardon raiſe your drooping heart 


IS falſe, thou vile deceiver go, 
I fee thro! all the thin diſguiſe, 


7 


. | B&k to thy native realms below ! 


Thou parent of deceit and hes. 


Did jeſus die? but not for me, 
Am I forbid to truſt his blood? 
Was not the pardon rich and free, 
Seal'd in the kind atoning flood ? 


Hope not to drive my trembling ſoul, 


Like thee, to regions of deſpair : 
Haſt thou ſurvey'd the ſacred roll, 
And found my name not written there? 


Preſumptuous thought! to fix a bound, 
Or limit Mercy's 1 reign! | 
What-other happy ſouls have found, - 
I'll ſeek, nor ſhall I ſeek in vain. 


I own my guilt, thy charge confeſs, - 
Nor can thy malice make it more: 

Of crimes already numberleſs, 

Vain the attempt to ſwell the ſcore. 


Set the black lift before my ſight, 
Whilſt I remember Jeſus dy'd, 
| *'T'will only urge my ſpeedier flight 


ſin and death ſhall reign no more. 


To ſcek ſalvation at his ſide. 


have 


\ 


_ * * y 
. J 3 8 - 
7 * 7 7 4 * 
is L 


II be the 


Fi es oo 


- . * 


- 


* 


as 1 | I 
Low at lis feet I'll caſt me don. 
To his confel my guilt and fear; 

nd it he ſpurn me from his throne, 


who periſh'd there, 


— 


ct Fr. 
AND is it yet, dear Lord ! a doubt, 
* If in my breaſt thou reign'ſt alone? 


Oh! find the lurking rival out, ö 
And drag the traitor from the throne. 


Would earth's. deluſive tfifling charms 
Diſpute a pow'r above thy name? | 
8 75 the uſuxper in my arms, | 
And vindicate thy rightful claim, 


By purchaſe, duty, ev'ry tie, 


Vea choice itſelf, Lord, I am thine : 


Maintain that right, or let me die 
Eber from thy love my ſou] decline. 


Oh] let it by thy arm be 


| 
* 


If my poor wand' ring heart would rove- 
{And well thou know ſt its feeble frame; 
If ought below, or ought above 

Would ſhare, or quench the ſacred flame; 


Chaſe the curs d object from my ſoul, 

Far thence the latent miſchief tear; 

—— n thou the Sov'reign of the whole, 
nd Lord of every motion there, 


Too cloſe the fecret idol lies, 


I ſearch alas! but ſearch in vain; 


Yet ſeen by thy 2 eyes, 
ain. 
That I would love but thee alone, 
To thee J make my laſt appeal; 

Bat if I do, to me's unknown, 


Speak, Lord, for only thou canſt tell. 

— IE INI 

2 HYMN Vu. 

He led Capyivity Captive. Eph iv. 8, 
Mark xxv. Luke xxiii. | 

41 fame in lying records tell | 

How mighty heroes fought, or fell, 
Renown'sd in antient time; | 


Let Philip's fon adorn her theme, 


Or Czfar's glories ſpread his name 
 Throvev'ry diſtant clime. 
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Black 1 


His arm alone the fight ſuſtain'd, 


Whilſt ſcarce their names ſuryi 
ot ſo the glory of thy deeds, 
y Lord! my King! which all exce: 
And ſhall for ever Ie. 


e Roman force, and Jewiſh ſpite 
In vain their utmoſt rage unite 
On his devoted head; _ 
In vain t' effect the curſt deſign, 
N w'rs of earth and hell combi 


ind doom him to the dead. 


This hourat leaſt they deem'd their 
,, heard the ſacred groan, 
ich mourn'd his father 
ions croud the dark' ned { 
To ſee the Lord of glory die 
Deſerted and alone. 


While theſe a ſhort-liv'd triumph fel 
The ſofter rocks in pity melt, 
All nature feels the wound; 
The conſcious ſun his beams withd: 
Nor could ſuch ſcenes of horror vic 


Andearth quakes ſhook the grou: 


The flaming guards which us'd to wa 
Around the Saviour's humble ſtate; 
(So heaven ordain'd) withdrey; 
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His arm alone the conqueſt gain'd, 
And hell's grim tyrant flew. _ - 
High'o'er the croſs on which he ble! 
Captive captivity he led ; | 
Behold their ſovereign Lord: 
Beneath his chariot-wheels in vain 
They rage and gnaw th' eternal chai 
And curſe the victor's ſword. 


Be ſacred honours hence decreed! 
Record the mem'ry of the dead, 
And raiſe the joytul ſong : 4 

Ye ſaints for whom he dy'd proclainkl 

Your joys and ſhout the victor's fame 

From ey'ry thank ful tongue. 


Kune, ; 
LET others boaſt their antient line, 
In long ſucceſſion great: 


In the proud liſts let patriots ſhine, 
And heroes {well the ſtate. 


Fach faint a noblex title brings. K 


Deſcended from the King of kings, 


* 
n Fi 
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thy ſon, 
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me thy ſeed divine: | 

monarchs entheirthrone, 

n 1 can call thee mine. 

rs and crowns unenvy'd riſe, . 


a t obſcure I my days, 
f all I meet unknown, n 
TH t raiſe, 


ait till thou thy child f. 


ſeat me near thy -thro! 
mc, no honours here 1 crave, 


T7 my elder brother lives, 
ONe th him I too wg at 
10 in, nor death, whilſt ſurvives, 


make the promiſe vain. 
n my title ſtands ſacure, 
Wha]! whilſt endleſs days endure. 


he in robes, divinely bright, 

Il once again appear, | 
too, my foul, ſhalt ſhine in light, 
0 d his full image bear. 

l '1 wait th“ appointed day, 
Ed Saviour, haſte and come away. 


W HYMN IX. 
N by and Goſpel. 


WT Sinai's top, whence thunders roar, 
== And the loud trumpet's awful 


* . ound, ; ; , 
WE ſhook my ſoul, I ſtand no more, 
ol "nA Has Grange compafs'd round: 
ſhe is the ſtorm within my breaſt, 


ny glad ſoul enjoys its reſt. 
cy reconciling blood 


d in the dear atoning flood 
W dreadful. image diſappears : 
n, thy peaceful ſeats invite 


willing feet, and bleſs my ſight. 


t me üer the areal Hens, CY 
praiſe employs my joyful tongue; 
e how; wretched T have been, A: 
aid: my love, and rae my* fon g* 
el the ſacred tranſport riſe, 

ell in my breaſt, and melt my eyes, 


9 — 


| 


reeas'd with thoſe beyondthegrave» | 


At Jeſu's feet th' i 


ö 


| 


ider ſounds forbids my Pate EN” | And loſt; et; fm, 
And loſt in tranſport 1 adore. 
* ” * ö 


High on the mountain's cloudy brow | 
The lab' ring angel ſwells the ſound, 


TY attenti ve tribe with awe below — 


IIn e tremble round: 
Not Sinai on her ba 


F ſe could ſtand, | 

Conſcious of /ov'reign power at, hand. 
Hark!;how+the dreadful mandate flies, © 
Do this and live, offend and die, 
Whilſt — thro' the gloomy ſkies 
Proclaim a preſent Deity. 4.100 
Tbe mountain ſhakes with ſacred awe. 

When God proclaims his fi ry law. 


Enough! my ſoul now. turn thy eyes 

Where Sion's milder glories mine, 

Joyful ſurvey her peaceful ſk135, 

And ſeats of bliſs which ſhall be thine: 

View * glad numbers round the 
rone, 


And tell. thyſelf, thou ſhalt be ono. 


N 


. 

In joyful hymns. their king proclaim, 

Whilſt xanſom'd ſaints the notesprolong, 

And ſhaut ſalvation to his name. 
Salvation to the Son of God, 


Who dy d to faye us with his bloods 


In purple robes a martyr d hoſt, | 

| 5 the throne, a ſhining train! | 

Theſe confeflors from ey'ry coaſt 

Bow, to the Lamb who once was /{laia, 
Riches and honour, thus they fing, 


And glory to th' exalted King. 

| Redeem'd from ev'ry tongue and land, 
Their garments waſh'd in blood divine, 
Millions in bright arrangement ſtand, 
And joy ful hallelujahs Join: ©» 
Fromgolden harps their notes rebound, 
And trumpets join their filyer ſound, 


Once more I lift my wond'ring eyes, 


By far too weak to view the blaze 


- | Where uncreated glories riſe ; 
But milder ſhine in jeſu's face. 


Not faith itſelf can higher ſoar, 


WIIIST grov'ling minds of eatthly 
n . 


Drawn by congenial charms of gold, | 
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Vix here their dull aboile ; 
E | Content 
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